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Fou “derfpﬂ ncipal Mative of: Dudath, Minn.
Elevation Exhibits, Shrewsbury Time In currant job: 18 months
What do you do?

I lry to keep the energy of the place
gaing in the _ght direction. I oy to
promte the business and I'm con-
standy L towch with the clicnds. [ siill
really loan toward the creative side;
that's my hackgroand. Ir's still impor.
tant to cultivate the relationship be-
tween desigm, internal sales and the
clients.™
What makes a successful ax-
hibit?

“Yiou have to coeate, T've nlways
likened it bo a midway or a largpe carnl-
val. Thoy're beaty comtests in o lot of
ways, You've got tn have good branding L
anel a pood measape. I has o be Heved
wall Al include the company nama,
tng 1ine, the product and what the prod.
uct ks about. Ifwe can doall that you're
on yoar way toa successful trads
showe.”

What are the purposes of ex-
hibits?

“The hranding effort is &0 impartant.
People want to {est drive the product
Exhibits are an armature to CHrry a
measage, You'ne teving 1o intrigae i
soemebody and build instant confidence.
You want the overall présentation 1o
exude confidence. The networking an
trade shows is nlso so important.”
After the terrorisi attacks of 9-11, some spanubdtﬂd trade
shows were down and out for the count.

I never thought it was going o goe sway. Thare's wny too mach maney
irvalved. They definitely weedsd out some shows. In the 19008, (hope was 4
tromendous amount of moaey speal in (s indusiry. Today, it's mach mom
EMArLly spenL”

What role does a building or the location play In a trade
show exhibit?

“There are cortain cities we liRe Chilcapa, Lag Vegns amd Ovlando aro the
best. In Chicagn, you have greal nbar, Orlanda §s o right-to-work siate. And
In Viegns, thoy neo traly bullt 1o do conventions.”

What's the natural life span on an exhibit?

“It depends on how long a company or the person wanis bo recreabe iself,
Fou could have o bocth Ave bo B0 Years iF 11" kept up well.™
How long does it take to create an exhibit?

“If you want a whale custom progeam, it takes pws vweeks (6 desipn, tao
weeHs to deraw ansd then elght weeks (o bulld. 108 almost thred manths ata
minimum.”

What would the budget be for an average exhlbit?

“For 2 20-by 20 exhibdt, 1t might cost betwesn $50,000 and $80,000."
How did you get into this field?

1 wsed 1o mnke brooe stntues. Ddid that from the time 1 was 25 until 1 was
a0, 1 did m lot of pestonition work in once. | was a fine arts major in
college and I did vainting and print-making and kater on 1 got into the exhib-
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James 3. Burke shudiad line arts and sanys his afistic background led Rim 1o the exhibil design busness

it destgn bustness. I'm enntinually doing concepes. 1 do a kot of painting st
T, 1 did nay first nude whan T was 14 Talways likoed to drow. My mom
cultivated i in me, She encotirnged fe."
What ara some of your best exhibits?

=Oiviousty, we're very proud of our work for Mlerosoft. Thay me here
today Mimg an thedrexhibin 1'd say the most glamorons one wis for o
tepisih st was never bulle. Tt was for a Cladood kalr product. It had a large
stage for the models and 1 ased bg swatches of crushed red velvet, It was
really soxy.”
Any not so glamorous?

“There was ane for the World of Concrate show.™
What's the best parl of your job?

=“Dedimitedy making the salo, This is a speculative business and wo have o
wrin owery time we go ot Wi just had o big win That's & grest feeling and it
Follows for the pext four or fve months. ™
What's the worst part?

“Learning that you didn't ged the job. They never call you on Friday if you
lost the bid. They save it for Mopday,”
When you need an idea, where do you go for inspiration?

=1 really refor back to my art books, the old srt-!rbdurds a\muldl-'usnis
usslly the first one. My first thought is usiaally the
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